SOLEMN DECLARATION BY THE EUROPEAN UNION 
1. The European Parliament, the Council and the Commission pay tribute to the courage, strength of conviction and vision of those who paved the way for European integration forty years ago. They include in this tribute all those who subsequently cultivated and promoted the ideal of unity on the European continent. 
2. The Europe of freedom which was constructed after the Second World War has guaranteed its peoples an unmatched period of peace, stability and prosperity. It has permitted the blossoming of a model of society based on common values - democracy, pluralism, entrepreneurial freedom - and has also enabled the Union to express its solidarity and European identity. In 1955, the founding fathers set out the objectives, principles and instruments for achieving a Community of free peoples. The sum of the achievements towards this goal is an indisputable success.
3. Throughout the forty years which have elapsed since the Messina conference, the Europe of the Communities and subsequently the European Union, has succeeded in surmounting many crises and passing through phases of stagnation without losing its original impetus. The Governments and peoples have repeatedly reaffirmed their will to share a common destiny and common responsibilities in Europe and the world.
The European Union has developed and widened. The single market has been established. Europe has based its union on the principle of its peoples' democratic participation in its construction, a principle strengthened by the election of the European Parliament by direct universal suffrage. Citizenship of the Union, which is an addition to national citizenships rather than a substitute for it and to which is attached a set of rights, underlines the fact that the peoples of Europe, while respecting their individual identities, cultures and traditions, have affiliations in common. 

Each stage of the construction of Europe has been marked by progress and increasingly ambitious achievements. The successive amendments made to the Treaty of Rome have opened up fresh areas of integration or cooperation in fields such as currency, common foreign and security policy or justice and home affairs. 
4. Since the fall of the Berlin Wall, the European Union has been facing new challenges and taking on new tasks. While remaining open and showing solidarity towards the other regions of the world, it must prepare itself to respond to the legitimate expectations of the European States which aspire to membership.
5. The process of amending the Treaty on European Union will start within the next few months. It should respond to the aspirations expressed by the nations of Europe and enable the Union to be enlarged.
6. The objectives and characteristics of a European Union with institutions enabling it to be stronger, more democratic and more effective should be defined, with due regard for common values and principles. The Union must be able to play fully its rightful role in the world and to promote the values it upholds. It should also highlight its own historical, political and moral identity as well as the richness of its many cultures and respect for citizens' rights.
7. In 1955 the founding States passed a turning point in their pursuit of European integration by adopting an original structure which was unparalleled in the world. Meeting in Messina again in 1995, the representatives of the Governments of the Member States reaffirm their common will to take up the new challenges and to continue the task with the same determination shown by their predecessors forty years ago.
